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Manuel is UP Visayas’ first summa cum laude

Manuel

RAOUL Danniel A. Manuel makes 
history as the first summa cum laude 
graduate of UP Visayas. The BS Ap-
plied Mathematics major scored a 
GWA of 1.099, the highest not only 
among the graduating Class of 2015 
but in the history of UPV. It would 
not come as a surprise to those who 
personally know him. He was also 
the class valedictorian of the UP High 

School in Iloilo, Class of 2011and 
likewise class valedictorian of the 
SPED – Integrated School for Excep-
tional Children (Iloilo City) in 2007.

When asked on how he feels to 
be UPV’s first summa cum laude, 
Manuel has this to say: “It is a very 
humbling experience. I know that I 
could have not made it without the 
support of my family, friends, class-

mates, teachers and fellow members 
of student organizations that I have 
joined. To be an achiever in UP is 
really difficult if one is alone so I 
am blessed to have people who have 
always been supportive of me even 
in my college life.”

Manuel is not your typical nerd 
who confines himself within the four 
walls of the classroom. He said that 
he sought to learn as much as he can 
so that his UP education would not 
be limited to the four walls of the     
classroom. He was a very active 
student leader, was the Chairperson 
of the College of Arts and Sciences 
(CAS) Student Council (AY 2014-
2015),and was often seen in the 
frontlines during student protests 
and rallies.

“As an Iskolarng Bayan I had to 
open my eyes to the realities around 
me and look for ways to become ac-
tive in the affairs inside and outside 
of the University. My UP education 
instilled in me a desire to use my 
potentials to advance genuine social 
change,” he said. 

It is indeed a rare feat that this 
consistent University Scholar gave 
as much as he did in his academics as 
well as in various student and com-
munity activities and came out with 
exemplary achievements in both. 

Apart from being active and taking 
leadership roles in the CAS Student 
Council, Manuel is the Lead Conve-
nor for the Youth for Accountability 
and Truth Now – Panay Alliance 
(2014 to the present), was the Vice 
Chairperson of the UPV OIKOS Eco-
logical Movement (2013 – 2014), the 
Secretary of the Legal Network for 
Truthful Elections (LENTE) - UPV 
Chapter (2013 – 2015), the Treasurer 
of the UPV Mathematics Circle (2011 
- 2013), served as Internal Affairs 
Committee Member for Elektrons 
(2012-2013) and a member of the 
UPV Delegates of Untainted Com-
mitment to Effectuate Service (2011 
to 2015). 

Some of his community involve-
ments included serving as a speaker 
in the following events: 1)10th 
LUBAS Visayas-Wide Student Press 
Convention, Iloilo City (January 29 
– February 1, 2015), 2) Google Stu-
dent Leaders Summit, UPV Miagao, 
Iloilo, April 8, 2015, 3) Leader-
ship Training for Elementary Pupil 
Leaders, Iloilo City, 3) Leadership       

Training for High School Student 
Leaders, Jaro, Iloilo City, and 4) 
Voters’ Education Activities in Brgy. 
Malagyan, Miagao and Brgy. Calum-
pang, Molo, Iloilo City on April 18 
and May 1, 2013, respectively. 

In addition, Manuel has also 
receive numerous awards and dis-
tinctions. To name some, he was a 
recipient of the highly competitive 
and prestigious UP Presidential 
Scholarship from 2012 up to the time 
he graduated. He was the BPI Anak 
Expat awardee in 2013, one of the 
MgaBagong Rizal: Pag-asang Bayan 
national awardee in 2011, and won 
2nd place in the National Philippine 
Statistics Quiz in 2011.

During his four years of college 
life in UPV, Manuel was also quite 
busy in organizing, facilitating and 
attending, various, leadership train-
ing and forums.

So what would be life after gradu-
ation for this super achiever?

Manuel said he still does not have 
final plans as to what he will do 
after graduation. “Most likely, I will 
pursue a master’s degree in applied 
mathematics,” he stated.

“I am not really aiming to be rich 
or to use my talents to enrich myself 
materially. I have simple joys and 
I want to live a life of purpose,” so 
said one who has truly embodied the 
ideals of UP, academic excellence, 
service to the community and love 
for one’s country. 

Manuel is not only making history 
as UPV’s first summa cum laude. The 
University of the Philippines will be 
having the various Commencement 
Exercises of its constituent universi-
ties in the month of June for the first 
time as a result of the shift in the aca-
demic calendar that started in August 
2014.  (Lyncen M. Fernandez)

Message

University Of The Philippines Visayas
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

To the UPV Class of 2015:

THE 36th Commencement 
Exercises of UP Visayas this 26 
of June 2015 has two milestones 
worth remembering. 

First, along with the rest of the 
constituent universities of the 
University of the Philippines, this 
is the first time that we will have 
our Commencement Exercises in 

June as a result of the shift in the academic calendar implemented in 
the recently concluded academic year (August 2014 to May 2015).

This was one of the many challenges posed by the shift because the 
month of June ushers the beginning of the rainy season in the country. 
In anticipation and preparation for this, the administration deemed 
it best to conduct the ceremony inside the covered court. Therefore, 
you, the Class of 2015, are pioneer graduates of the new academic 
calendar.

Second, you have among your fellow graduates, the first summa 
cum laude of UP Visayas, Raoul Danniel A. Manuel, a BS Applied 
Mathematics major from the Division of Physical Sciences and 
Mathematics, College of Arts and Sciences, who scored a GWA of 
1.099. 

These two milestones are worth remembering as you leave your 
beloved Alma Matter. The shift in the academic calendar is just 
consistent with UP as a trailblazer. The hardships and difficulties we 
encountered with this shift and how we have adapted and overcame 
them are also marks of the UP character. 

Indeed UPV is very proud to have its first summa cum laude. 
Manuel has truly embodied the ideals of UP – academic excellence, 
service to the community and love for one’s country. 

Even as we are all proud of you for having earned your cherished 
UP diploma, remember to serve the country with a sense of humility 
because you have been fortunate enough to be given the best education 
in the country. 

Mabuhay kayong lahat!

  Rommel A. Espinosa, Ph.D.
  Chancellor
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“UP Visayas has been one of the 
greatest battlefields in my life. It 
taught me not just to be academically 
inclined but also to participate in 
the activities that fosters holistic 
development. It is time for me 
to return the favor by using my 
skills and experiences to serve our 
country,” said Vhilan L. Onato, 
the top graduate of the College of 
Management, about his plans after 
leaving the portals of UP Visayas.

A product of public school 
education, 21-year old Onato 
remained to be on top of his 
class.  The BS Accountancy cum 
laude graduate led the 2015 
graduating class of the College 
of Management with a general 
weighted average (GWA) of 1.452.

Onato graduated valedictorian 
of Class 2010 of Mina National 
High School in Mina, Iloilo and 
was also the class valedictorian of 
Mina Central School in 2006 in the 
same town. He was a recipient of the 
GMA Award for leadership, science 
and technology, mathematics, and 
academic excellence in high school.

When he entered UP Visayas 
five years ago, he was an honorific 
scholar from 2010-2015. When 
interviewed, the humble achiever 
said that it was never his dream to 
be the top graduate of his college. 
Nevertheless, he was overwhelmed 
when he learned about this.

“The first thing that came to 
my mind was to thank everyone, 
especially God and my family, who 
has been part of my roller coaster 
journey,” Onato said.

The hardworking student realized 
that the road to become a Latin 
honor graduate requires great effort 
and sacrifice in his early years in the 
University. “That’s why I worked 
hard. For me this is one way of 
giving back to my family, aunt, 

CM top student wants to give 
back and serve the country

loved ones, and friends who have 
given their undying support and love 
and have gave up much for me,” he 
added.

In his five years in college, he 
managed to balance his studies with 
his extra-curricular activities. He 
was a comptroller of UPV-Junior 
Philippine Institute of Accountants 
(JPIA), a coordinator of Scions 
Softball Team, an active member 
of UPV Student Registration 
Volunteer, president of UPV Junior 
JPIA Officer, and a representative of 
Bloc B Officer.

Furthermore, he joined 
various academic competitions. 
He was a finalist in a finance 
competition conducted by the 
Financial Executives Institute of 
the Philippines’ (FINEX) in 2014. 
He also won in the PICPA-Iloilo 
organized accounting contests in 
2013 and 2014.

Onato, who hails from Mina 
West, Mina, Iloilo is the youngest 
brood of three of Mr. Vicente F. 
Onato and Mrs. Yolanda Onato, 
both retired public school teachers. 
His older sibling, Yolyvic , was also 
a BS Accountancy graduate of UPV 
while Freda Eula, the eldest, took her 
BS Nursing from West Visayas State 
University. (Lenilyn B. Gallos)

Onato
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Morales earns highest GWA 
among UPVTC’s graduates
Jessa Amarille

Morales

MARILOU Gorpido Morales was 
born on November 23, 1994 at 
Pambujan, Northern Samar. She 
is the second child of Mr. Luis 
Morales, a fisherman, and Mrs. 
Delia Gorpido, a full-time mother. 
Morales has one older sister who 
had just graduated from law school 
this year and a younger brother 
who is currently in Grade 9. Two 
aunts are extending their help to 
the family to sustain the children’s 
education

Even at a young age, Morales 
had shown commendable en-
thusiasm and competence in her 
studies. She graduated as Class 
Valedictorian from Pambujan 
Central Elementary School in 
2007 and Class Salutatorian from 
University of Eastern Philippines 
Laboratory High School in 2011. 
In the year 2009, she was selected 
by the Girl Scout of the Philippines 
Visayas Region as Peer Educator 
on STI/HIV-Aids and in 2010 was 
designated as Chief Girl Scout 
Medallist.

Morales enrolled at the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Visayas 
Tacloban College and took up BA 
Communication Arts in 2011. She 
had excelled in her classes while 
simultaneously attending to her 
extracurricular activities. She had 
been consistently awarded as Uni-
versity Scholar or College Scholar 
in her four-year stay in the college.

While maintaining her grades, 
Morales held positions in various 
student organizations, namely, UP-
VTC Student Council (DH Repre-
sentative from 2013-2014 and Vice 
Chairperson from 2014-2015), 
Gabriela Youth, UPV Tacloban 
Formation (Chairperson from 
2014-2015), and UP Lente (Presi-
dent from 2014-2015). In 2011, 
she joined Pulso han Mag-aaram, 
a political alliance of students in 
UPVTC. Morales is also a member 
of the League of Filipino Students 
(LFS), National Union of Students 
of the Philippines (NUSP), and 
UP Hingyap, a geographic orga-
nization of UPVTC students from 
Northern Samar. In 2014, she was 
sent as delegate to the Philippine 
Model Congress held at the Senate 
Hall in Pasay City.

Graduating as magna cum laude 
with GWA of 1.395 and Class 
Valedictorian of Class 2015 of UP-
VTC, Morales aspires of landing a 
job where she will get to travel and 
practice photography. She dreams 
of obtaining a Master’s degree 
from an international university in 
the future. Finally, she advocates 
for a scientific, nationalist, and 
mass-oriented education.
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HIGHLY motivated to learn,           
resourceful, and excellent interper-
sonal skills are the key strengths 
that Reynelyn Lou E. Mistio, a BS 
Chemical Engineering cum laude 
graduate, possesses. These qualities 
made her the top graduate of the 
School of Technology (SOTECH) 
with a general weighted average 
(GWA) of 1.523.

Many people would say that it is 
difficult to enter UP and it is even 
more difficult to get out, hence to 
graduate in UP especially to be on 
top of your class with Latin honors 
is no joke.

“Perhaps the hardest difficulty 
I have encountered as a student 
is keeping myself motivated.Piles 
of school work, tough exams, and 
daunting plant design requirements 

 Mistio leads SOTECH graduates
seem like an endless tunnel. The 
path to the UP Sablay was seem-
ingly insurmountable. Faced with 
two options, either to give up or  
press on, I continually reminded 
myself that I should do my best, not 
for my own sake but for my family, 
for our country, and for the glory 
of God,” Mistio said who embod-
ies the virtues of a true Iskolar ng 
Bayan. 

A native of Simbalom, Antique, 
Mistio is a consistent achiever. 
She was the class valedictorian of 
Sibalom Elementary School in 2006 
and graduated With Highest Honors 
from the Philippine Science High 
School-Western Visayas in 2010. 
She continued to excel in her studies 
in college. She maintained to be an 
Honorific Scholar of the University 

as well as a DOST-SEI scholar from 
2010-2015.

Being people smart, this young 
achiever is also a leader among her 
peers. She was the grand prefect 
or president of the University’s 
organization of chemical engineer-
ing students, organizing activities 
that focused on developing the 
talents and skills of students while 
contributing to the improvement 
of the school and spearheaded 
several pioneering activities in the 
campus such as the Science and 
Technology fair,technical forums, 
and student-teacher “swap day,” 
among others. She was also elected 
as Vice President of the (1) Junior 
Philippine Institute of Chemical 
Engineers-Panay Chapter and (2)  
Membership and Internal Affairs 

 “WHEN I entered UP four years 
ago I assumed and believed that 
by the time I will graduate I will 
be prepared to take life’s every 
challenge. It did not turn out that 
way. UP did not prepare me for 
everything but it has taught me how 
to prepare in order to be prepared 
for everything.”

So said Marizka G. Juliano, this 
year’s top graduate of the College 
of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
(CFOS) with the GWA of 1.73, 
cum laude, the highest among her 
peers.

The BS in Fisheries graduate 
who is born in San Jose, Antique, 
was very much involved various 
in student organizations during 
her college life such the UP 
Ichthyophilic Society, the UP 
Antiqueño, Catalyst, and the 
National Alliance of Youth 
Leaders. She also coordinated 
and volunteered for “Let’s Do it 
Philippines,” a national clean-up 
drive (November 2015), “Save 
Philippine Seas,” a sea and earth 
advocacy group and TEDxUPV, 
a non-profit organization devoted 
to spreading ideas, usually in the 
form of short, powerful talks where 

Juliano is CFOS’ top graduate
Technology, Entertainment and 
Design converged (March 2015). In 
addition, she also helped organized 
the The Catalyst Project – Creating 
leaders. Building communities, 
organized by Catalyst in 
partnership with UNESCO Asia-
Pacific (March – June 2015)

Students and graduates of CFOS 
are mostly noted for their messianic 
zeal to save the seas, the oceans and 
marine life. Juliano is no exception. 
She volunteered in the “Restoration 
of Lamawan-Pony Marine 
Protected Area Activity Center” 
at the Municipal Environment and 
Natural Resources Office of San 
Jose de Buenavista, Antique (May 
2015 up to the present) and served 
as enumerator for the following 
activities: 1) “Evaluation of Marine 
Protected Areas in San Joaquin, 
Iloilo” funded by the UP Alumni 
Association-Greater Chicago 

Chapter (October 2013-December 
2013), 2) “Baseline Survey for 
the Fisheries Based Livelihood 
Rehabilitation Program for the 
Typhoon Haiyan Emergency 
Response in Region VI” funded 
by United Nations-Food and 
Agriculture Organization (August 
2014-September 2014) and 3) 
“Ex-Ante Analysis of PCAARRD 
Industry Strategic Plan (ISP) for 
Mussel” funded by Philippine 
Council for Agriculture, Aquatic, 
and Natural Resources Research 
and Development-Department of 
Science and Technology (March 
2015-April 2015).

May the zeal to preserve the seas 
and oceans, particularly that of the 
Philippines with its rich but rapidly 
dwindling marine resources, 
continue to burn in Juliano’s 
heart long after she has left UPV. 
(Lyncen M. Fernandez)

of the 2014 Philippine Institute of 
Chemical Engineers-Junior Chapter 
Visayas. 

Her drive to learn new things 
enabled her to balance her studies 
with work in spite of the many pres-
sures.During summer vacations, she 
was busy doing internship jobs. She 
was a refinery processes/utilities 
intern at Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corporation-Tabangao Refinery. 
She had also her internship at the 
College of Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences to familiarize herself in 
the use of various equipment and 
significant techniques in the culture 
of aquatic organism, and    local and 
national regulations on the use of 
aquatic resources. She also worked 
as a cashier/salesclerk in a local 
enterprise in her hometown. 

“Life after college will still be 
full of challenges, but I realized 
that victory is certain when you 
have clearly defined goals and you 
do things for a noble cause,” Mistio 
noted.

As what  Ty Howard says            
“motivation is a stimulant that 
makes its users potential high 
achievers.” Having said this, who 
knows what’s in store for this 
optimistic, highly motivated, and 
well-rounded achiever in her future 
career after college. (Lenilyn B. 

Juliano

Mistio
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