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The historic town of Miagao,
Iloilo celebrated its 2nd Heritage
Week on December 11-17, 2005 with
a series of activities highlighting its
surviving heritage and homegrown
industries.

On December 11, the town
welcomed its new parish priest in the
person of Rt. Rev. Msgr. Amadeo
Escanan, who was formally installed
by no less than Jaro Archbishop
Angel Lagdameo. Msgr. Escanan
and Mayor Gerardo Flores then cut
the ribbon to open the recently
established Museo de Miagao,
located at the parish church sacristy.
A reading of the UNESCO
inscription declaring the Miagao
Church as a World Heritage Site was
also done to commemorate that
momentous day on December 11,
1993 when the UNESCO Listing
was formally announced.

The following day, a heritage
program was held at the Justice
Ramon Britanico Cultural Hall

highlighted by Miagaowanon songs
and dances rendered by students
from the various schools in the town.

Serving as resource person on that
said affair was Mr. Randy Madrid of
the UPV Center for West Visayan
Studies who spoke on the topic,
“Cultural Heritage and Education”.
Madrid challenged his audience,
mostly government employees,
teachers, and students to take pride
in their heritage and help in the
continuing advocacy of cultural
heritage awareness, appreciation,
and management. He reaffirmed the
need for collective efforts, especially
among the various stakeholders in
town to achieve the municipality’s
goal tobecome a premier heritage
and tourism center in the Visayas in
the future. Also on this occasion,
Madrid formally turned over the “hat
of responsibility” which he
personally accepted in behalf of
Mayor Flores in Iligan City last
November 30, 2005, to the Miagao

Mayor as the main host of the
ADHIKA National Conference in
2006. On the afternoon of the same
day, Madrid facilitated the Seminar-
Workshop on Cultural Heritage
Awareness at the Conference Hall of
the Miagao Municipal Building,
which was participated in by
representatives of various sectors
including students. A Cultural
Heritage Management Plan of Action
for 2006 became the output of that
workshop.

The rest of the week was spent in
the conduct of heritage walks in
various heritage sites in the town.
These historic walks were
participated in by teachers and
students from various schools in
Miagao. Capping the walks was a
worthwhile visit in the newly
established Museo de Miagao.
(Source: CWVS with reports from
Ms. Clarita Monteclaro of the
Office of Civil Registrar, Miagao,
Iloilo)

difficulties,” a practice that is done
in all subjects from Literature to
Philosophy and even Economics.  He
observed that while students  tackle
these linguistic difficulties in
English, “science education took a
vacation.”

He also noted that the English
language, like Spanish, is sexist.  The
word “brother/sister” for example,
has only the word “kapatid” as an
equivalent in Filipino. There is no
need to differentiate the sexes with a
“he” or a “she.” The Filipino use of
“kapatid” then is more personal than
the English “brother” which is more
impersonal.

“The greatness of the Filipinos is
preserved in the various languages
of the Filipinos,” Deriada averred.
Denying the use of these languages
for classroom instruction is a
“cultural suicide” or worse, “cultural
genocide,” he opined.

He advised the teachers to go back
to the basic pedagogy that is
“teaching in the language of the
learner.” “The sooner we get rid of
English in the classroom, the better
it is for the future Filipinos,” he
urged.

On the other hand, Deriada has no
objection to the use of English in
other fields.  “Let English stay, if you

December 19 marked a day of
pride and appreciation for UPV as
it honored its toppers and passers
in the recently concluded Licensure
Examinations in the areas of
fisheries, accountancy, chemistry
and medical technology.

On hand were University
officials led by Chancellor Glenn
Aguilar who distributed
Certificates of Recognition with
accompanying cash awards for
those who landed in the top ten of
their respective exams.

Dr. Aguilar, in his message,
commended the certified
professionals for this milestone in
their lives. “This is a significant
achievement that marks a
transition into a career, the
beginning of a professional life...
It gives you more opportunities and
expanded employment options.”
He, however, reminded them of the
amount the country spent for their
education approximately P
50,000.00 per student annually –
much less compared to the
PMMA’s P 105,000.00 and P
7,000.00 at a low-end college in
Camiguin. UP’s budget  also stands
way below P 90,000.00 at another
school somewhere in the country
which had a zero passing
percentage in the board
examinations. These statistics,
according to the  Chancellor,
suggest that board exams are a
proof of achievement only a
minority of Filipino college
graduates attain.

Chancellor Aguilar also
underscored their UP education.
“Your inborn aptitude and the
education you had as UP graduates
contributed greatly to your passing
and even topping the board
examination. So don’t forget your
University because when you
become rich enough, it will need
all the support you can give. We
would like to believe that whatever
you get from the University will be
multiplied a thousand-fold when
you are already captains of
industry or taipans of business.”

He likewise gave them a piece
of advice, “Let intuition work and
always respect common sense.
Use your abilities to the fullest
because only you have them.
Challenge yourself. Be flexible but
strong; be brave and courageous.
Take chances for some
opportunities will never come
again. Don’t worry about your
mistakes; you will have many
more. Learn from your successes
and learn humility. Always
remember that as a UP graduate
and a board passer, you have an
education to fall back on and a
piece of ID, the PRC ID, that is
proof of your status as a
professional.” Foremost, heurged
the attendees, “Take informed
risks, make tough decisions and

“The use of English in the
classroom has erased the Filipino
worldview.”

Dr. Leoncio P. Deriada, Palanca
Hall of Famer and Metrobank Most
Outstanding Teacher Awardee,
declared this in front of more than
50 writers, critics, teachers, students
and journalists who were mostly
from the Visayas region during his
keynote speech in the national
conference of Philippine PEN (A
World Association of Writers) held
on December 3, 2005 at the
University of San Agustin, Iloilo
City.

This was the same statement that
he gave the Metrobank panel of
interviewers a few years back when
he was asked about the major
problem of the Philippine
educational system.

Narrating from a personal
experience of his Garde V teacher
spending the whole class session
trying to explain the simple English
sentence, “The sun is a huge star,”
Deriada lamented the kind of
pedagogy adopted by teachers that
is “wrong in principle and wasteful
in practice.”

According to him, it is only in this
country where lesson plans start
always with the “unlocking of

wish, but don’t use it as a medium of
instruction in the classroom.”

Also present during his keynote
speech in the one-day conference of
PEN was National Artist Alejandro
R. Roces, writers Marjorie M.
Evasco, Malou Leviste Jacob, Elsa
Martinez Coscolluela, Merlie M.
Alunan, Erlinda K. Alburo, Victor N.
Sugbo, John Iremil E. Teodoro,
Isidoro Cruz,and Genevieve L.
Asenjo. The convenor of the activity
was Dr. Isagani R. Cruz who also
serves as National Secretary of
Philippine PEN.

Philippine PEN is a member
organization of the worldwide
association of writers, International
PEN, that aims to promote friendship
and intellectual cooperation among
writers everywhere, regardless of
their political or other views; to fight
for freedom of expression; and, to
defend vigorously writers suffering
from oppressive regimes, whether
of the extreme Right or the extreme
Left. It counts some 14,000
members in 141 Centers in 99
countries.

Philippine PEN was founded in
1958 with National Artist F. Sionil
Jose as its National Secretary. It
holds a national conference every
year. (John Barrios; UPHSI)
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English Erases Filipino Worldview
- Deriada

Board toppers and
passers lauded

stop to smell the flowers.”
Two of this year’s toppers gave

messages in behalf of their batch.
Ian Joey Tajonera, came all the
way from Batac, Ilocos Norte. He
treaded the floods of Calapan,
Mindoro while going through the
route of the Nautical Highway just
to give back his appreciation to his
former professors at UPV.
Tajonera was rank number one in
the 2005 Fisheries Technologists
Licensure Examination. He is
currently teaching in his
hometown in Batac.

In his speech, he touched on the
virtue of discernment which he
wished the officials of this country
would use to come up with
solutions to the dire mess that the
country faces politically and
economically. He also prodded his
fellow passers,  “I challenge my
fellow board passers to stay in this
country, work in this country and
with your countrymen and do not
let this country be in vain. Our
country needs us and I hope we
would answer this call.”

Five other UPV Fisheries
graduates made it to the top 10
aside from Tajonera. They were
Ronaldo  R. Libunao, 2nd place;
Glezzenda P. Balbuena, 3rd place;
Cristeta R. Cantos, 4th place; and,
Farisal B. Ungkakay, 8th place;

Vincent N. Bedia, who was
ranked 7th in this year’s Certified
Public Accountants Licensure
Examination, had his response
read by  Jimmel Joy Boglosa. He
talked about the goals he set for
himself and how he worked hard
for it making him land among the
top ten passers. “Let us not forget
that we alone can measure our
proximity to the goal we set. After
all, success always comes to those
who do their best, to those who
are effective and efficient in
managing what they have in life.
Certainly, our hearts overflow
with fulfillment  and we feel
complete  as a person because  we
know that as another chapter  of
our life  closes we can say  to
ourselves that we did  our best
and at the same time learned a lot.
Our success will remain a legacy
for the generations to come and a
learning experience we can look
back to in times of trials and
difficulties.”

Bedia also thanked UPV for
the  status that he now enjoys.
“Let me take this opportunity  to
extend  my gratitude  to the
University of the  Philippines in
the Visayas  for playing a
remarkable  part in my success. I
[hope]  that the University will
continue to lead throughout the
country in molding  individuals
[toward] personal and
professional  excellence in the
years to come.” (Anna Razel L.
Ramirez; IPO)

The UP Board of Regents, in
its 1021st meeting on May 29
1989, promulgated the UP
language policy with the avowed
objectives of promoting English
as the global lingua franca,
Filipino as the national
language, and the regional
languages as the fountainhead of
Filipino. It also put up the Sentro
ng Wikang Filipino to advance
the national language.  However,
the regional languages has so far
been neglected.

Hence, Dr. Francisco
Nemenzo, former UP President,
endeavored to establish the
Cebuano Language and Cultural
Studies Center at UPV Cebu
College. This Program aims to
encourage the students of
UPVCC to be proficient not only
in spoken and written English
and Filipino but also in the

UPVCC spearheads Cebuano
language and culture promotion

regional language of Central
Visayas and Mindanao. Also, it
intends to advocate the revival
of popular interest in Cebuano
literature and indigenous arts
forms, and undertake research
on the language and culture of
the region.

Specifically, the Program will
undertake the following
projects:

1. Develop the course on
Cebuano literature;

2. Hold occasional Cebuano
writing clinics;

3. Sponsor debates and essay
writing contests in Cebuano;

4. Stage Cebuano dramas
(balitaw) and other art forms
(kulisis, panaygon, etc.);

5. Compile an authoritative
Cebuano dictionary; and,

6. Publish scholarly works in
the Cebuano language.

To realize these goals, the
Program will work in close
collaboration with the local
government, religious groups,
business firms, and NGOs.  UP
will only take the initiative, but
the community is expected to
sustain it with financial and
other forms of support. One
million pesos was requested to
start this Program and keep it
going. The local government,
business establishments and
prominent citizens will be
asked to share in this
undertaking.

As an offshoot, the Cebu
City Sangguniang
Panlalawigan,  passed
Resolution No. 4329-2005 on
October 24, 2005, lauding Dr.
Francisco Nemenzo for this
worthy initiative. (Albert
Maganaka; UPVCC)

CHANCELLOR AGUILAR, with (from left) CFOS Dean Romeo
Fortes and VCAA Diana Aure, awards Tajonera.


